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But it was also influenced to some extent by Buddhism and
Confucianism. Like other reIigions,-Shintoism has the aspect
of emotional faith in its sanctity. But its outstanding feature
is its nationalistic character and its aggressive potence. Out
of all the sects of Shinto, the sect called Tenri Kyo which
means the teaching of heavenly reason is the most aggressive
sect in its preachings and teachings. Curiously enough this
sects was founded by a woman.

We can now proceed to study some of the features of
National Shinto. Shinto etymologically means the way of
Gods. In Japan it is called Komi No Michi wherein Komi
means God, Michi means way or road. Thus etymologically
Shinto stands for the principles of right beliefs and rituals
relating to Komi. But Komi does not mean merely Gods ;
it means something more than Gods, because even the moun-
tain dragons and such other objects have been given the name
Komi.

Shinto, therefore, can better be interpreted as the way of
the holy because holiness is a concept which is indefinable
in the domain of religion. A religion may not give any place
to God in its system, but the concepts of sacred and profane
do find a place therein. A writer has put the matter rightly
when he writes, "Holiness is the great word in religion. It
is even more essential than the notion of God. Real religion
may exist without a definite conception of divinity ; but there
is no real religion without a distinction between holy and
profane.'* It may be added here that the concept of the
komi changed with the passage of time and a change in the
concept of culture. Komi, in the old past stood for dread
or fear ; but now it has become associated with national
life.

Thus Shintoism is the religion about the holy. It propa-
gates the principles that are essential for making a man free
from depravity and moral evil. But we should not think
that this is the only thing preached by Shinto. "The picture